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for twelve years organist for the Danforth 
Foundation summer conferences. 

With her husband, Donald M. Pear-
son, she co-founded the Central Hud-
son Valley AGO chapter, for which she 
served as dean, and which recognized 
her in 2008 for her lifelong contribution 
and dedication to promoting excellence 
in organ performance and choral music. 
They moved to Florida in 1988, where 
she served St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Naples, Covenant Presbyterian Church 
in Fort Myers, Sanibel Congregational 
Church, and Chapel of the Sea on Cap-
tiva Island, and founded the 65-voice 
Shell Point Singers. Following Donald 
Pearson’s death in 2004, she created an 
organ recital fund in his memory, for 
performances at Vassar College; the fund 
has now been renamed the Donald and 
Kathleen Pearson Organ Recital Fund.

William Louis Shepard died July 15. 
For the last six years he held the position 
of organist and choirmaster at the First 
United Methodist Church in Park Ridge, 
Illinois. He earned his master’s degree in 
church music from Northwestern Uni-
versity and his bachelor’s degree from 
Wheaton College. Shepard taught piano, 
organ, and voice in academic settings as 
well as privately. He held positions as 
organist, choral director, handbell di-
rector, and children’s choir director at 
numerous churches in the metropolitan 
Chicago area as well as the Hot Springs, 
Arkansas area. 

Born July 9, 1949, in Geneva, Illinois, 
he and his two sisters formed a string 
trio at a young age. During their early 
school years in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, the 
trio was awarded fi rst place in several 
Illinois ensemble competitions. In 1984 
Shepard moved to Hot Springs Village, 
Arkansas. Upon his return to Mount 
Prospect, Illinois, in 2002, the trio con-
tinued to perform.

Shepard was the winner of a student 
competition of the Chicago AGO chap-
ter, and maintained his membership in 
the Chicago chapter. For eight years he 
was the regular organist for the Chi-
cago Sunday Evening Club, broadcast 
on Channel 11 (WTTW). He also oper-
ated his own antique clock repair busi-
ness. William Shepard is survived by his 
mother, three sisters, and fi ve nieces 
and nephews.

Here & There
signed by the Atlanta offi ce of TVS De-
sign. Joseph W.A. Myers of Kirkegaard 
Associates is the acoustician. In addition 
to photos of the installation on Dobson’s 
website, there are links to several video 
clips by fi lmmaker and UT professor 
Dana Plays: <http://www.dobsonorgan.
com/html/instruments/op89_tampa/
op89_install.html>.

Létourneau Organs, Ltd., of St-Hy-
acinthe, Quebec, Canada, has completed 
a new organ for Crimi Auditorium in the 
Institute for Collaboration at Aurora Uni-
versity, Aurora, Illinois. The fi rm’s Opus 
119 features two manuals, 23 ranks, 18 
stops, mechanical key and stop action, 
with three preset combination pedals. 
The case is crafted of solid mahogany, 
and displays polished façade pipes of 
70% tin. The stoplist was developed in 
consultation with Cathryn Wilkinson, 
associate professor and chair of the mu-
sic department. Wilkinson will play the 
dedication October 8. David Schrader 
will play the inaurural recital October 10. 
For information: 800/625-PIPE; 
<www.letourneauorgans.com>.

Nunc Dimittis

Margaret T. “Meg” Flowers died 
April 30, at the age of 71, in Houston. 
She earned a BA from Vassar College 
in 1960, and MMus and DMA degrees 
from Shepherd School of Music, Rice 
University, in 1990 and 2004. She served 
as organist, choirmaster, and music di-
rector at several Episcopal parishes 
in Houston, and at Salem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, retiring in January 
2010. She held memberships in the As-
sociation of Anglican Musicians and the 
AGO, and served as dean of the Houston 
AGO chapter and chair of the Diocesan 
Music Commission. Meg Flowers is sur-
vived by her husband, David C. Flowers, 
three daughters and their husbands, Jen-
nifer and Lyman Paden, Rebecca and 
Brian Oxley, and Elizabeth and Michael 
Murray, stepdaughters Kay Flowers and 
Karen Stephen and her husband Denny, 
sister Frances Pearson, brothers Bill and 
Walker Taylor, and fi ve grandchildren.

Yvonne Loriod died May 17 in Saint-
Denis, France, at the age of 86. The 
French pianist was for three decades 
the wife of Olivier Messiaen, and the 
chief interpreter of his piano works, as 
well as a champion of the piano works 
of Pierre Boulez, Jean Barraqué, André 
Jolivet, and Arnold Schoenberg. A stu-
dent at the Paris Conservatoire, Loriod 
had learned the major piano repertoire 
by the age of 14. At the Conservatoire, 
she studied piano with Lazare-Lévy, and 
harmony with André Bloch; when the 
Nazis deported them during the French 
occupation, Loriod resumed piano study 
with Marcel Ciampi and harmony with 
Messiaen, who had recently returned 
from a prison camp. Messiaen wrote the 
two-piano work Visions de l’Amen with 
Loriod in mind. 

As a concert pianist, she was known 
for her performances of contemporary 
repertoire. After teaching at the Staat-
liche Hochschule für Musik in Karl-
sruhe, she was appointed piano profes-
sor at the Paris Conservatoire in 1967, 
where she taught for a quarter of a cen-
tury. Loriod married Messiaen in 1961; 
she served as his proofreader, musical 
assistant, manager, and interpreter until 
his death in 1992. Yvonne Loriod is sur-
vived by her sister Jacqueline and her 
stepson Pascal.

Kathleen Funk Pearson, age 93, 
died March 22 in Fort Myers, Florida. 
Born in Philadelphia, she graduated 
from the Oberlin Conservatory, and did 
graduate study at the Eastman School of 
Music, where she was a student of Har-
old Gleason. She joined the music de-
partment at Vassar College and served as 
assistant college organist and Vassar Col-
lege Choir accompanist there, and from 
1957–1988 as chapel organist. She also 
served as organist at the First Presbyte-
rian Church, and as organist and choir 
director at Christ Episcopal Church in 
Poughkeepsie. A visiting professor at 
SUNY–New Paltz, she was chapel organ-
ist for the Harvard Divinity School, and 

Eugene Szonntagh died May 8 in 
Sarasota, Florida. He was 85. Born July 
31, 1924, in Budapest, he immigrated 
with his family to the U.S. in 1956 to 
escape the communist occupation of 
Hungary. He held degrees in both the 
arts and sciences and worked as a re-
search scientist, for Leeds & Northrup 
Co. in Philadelphia, and for Honeywell. 
A holder of 29 U.S. patents, he had pub-
lished over 100 technical articles in the 
fi eld of chemical engineering. Szonntagh 
served as organist at several Philadelphia 
churches, and as dean of the Philadelphia 
AGO chapter. He composed over 100 
organ and choral works, and performed 
as a recitalist and choral director both in 
the United States and in Hungary. 

In 1982 he and his wife moved to 
Florida, where he served at churches 
in St. Petersburg, and as dean of the St. 
Petersburg AGO chapter. Later, in Sara-
sota, he served on the board of the Sara-
sota-Manatee chapter, and as musician at 
St. Wilfred’s Episcopal Church. Eugene 
Szonntagh is survived by his wife of 59 
years, Nora, sons Desi and Tom, grand-
daughters Erika and Tiffany, and grand-
son Andrew.

William Louis Shepard

Michael’s Music Service announc-
es new publications. Festive March 
(Marche en Rondeau), by Richard M. 
Peek (1927–2005), was used frequently 
at weddings because the sections could 
be repeated or omitted, making it easy 
to fi t the needs of the moment. This 
is its fi rst publication, made from the 
composer’s manuscript; included is a 
photo, capsule biography, and opus list. 
To hear a recording of it on the Schantz 
organ at Epworth Methodist in Concord, 
for which Dr. Peek served as consul-
tant: <http://michaelsmusicservice.com/
music/Peek.FestiveMarch.html>.

Six Petit Morceaux, by Walter R. John-
ston (1841–1900), are mostly short and 
easy to play (subsequent editions ex-
panded to nine pieces): Largo, March, 
Adagio, Melody, Twilight, Idylle, Medita-
tion, Vesper Hymn, Processional; <http://
michaelsmusicservice.com/music/
JohnstonW.Six PetitMorceaux.html>.

Triumphal March, op. 26, by Dudley 
Buck, was Buck’s third published organ 
work and makes a nice change from 
Sousa marches; <http://michaelsmusic
service.com/music/Buck.Triumphal 
March.html>. For information: 
704/567-1066.

Dobson Pipe Organ Builders has 
been commissioned by Independent 
Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Ala-
bama, to build Op. 90, an instrument of 
three manuals and 82 ranks. Details can 
be found at <http://www.dobsonorgan.
com/html/instruments/op90_birming 
ham.html>. IPC has a storied music pro-
gram, which fi rst gained prominence un-
der the direction of Joseph W. Schreiber 
and is continued now by Jeff R. McLel-
land. Since 1965, the church has pre-
sented more than 150 artists in its No-
vember organ recital series. The original 
pipe organ, built in 1924 as Op. 516 of 
the Skinner Organ Company, was rebuilt 
by Æolian-Skinner in 1969 as Op. 516-A. 
It was enlarged by M.P. Möller in 1975 
and again in 1982, and rebuilt yet again 
following a fi re in 1992. The new instru-
ment will have electric action with slider 
windchests for the Great, Swell and 
Choir, and electro-pneumatic windchests 
for the Solo and Pedal. The organ will be 
completed in 2012.

In July Dobson began the installation 
of Op. 89 in Sykes Chapel at the Univer-
sity of Tampa. The mechanical-action in-
strument, which has three manuals and 
56 ranks, is housed in a new building de-

Dobson Opus 90

Létourneau Opus 119
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