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fall 2008 in celebration of the Interna-
tional Year of the Organ. Performances 
included an Organ Spectacular concert 
for the Metro New Jersey chapter. The 
event, celebrating the fi rst 200 years of 
the organ in the colonies and United 
States, has “made new friends for the 
organ” with its intergenerational, edu-
cational and historic approach. Visit 
<www.promotionmusic.org> and click 
on the Blog for additional details.

Peter King is featured on a new re-
cording, Organ Lollipops, on the Re-
gent label (REGCD 279). Recorded on 
the Klais organ at Bath Abbey, the pro-
gram includes works by Bach, Ketèlbey, 
Grieg, Wolstenholme, Hollins, Men-
delssohn, Dubois, Best, Davies, Arne, 
Lefébure-Wély, and others. The organ 
at Bath Abbey was built in 1997 and 
comprises 62 stops on four manuals and 
pedal. For information: 
<www.regentrecords.com>.

Eric Mellenbruch performed a con-
cert at the University of Texas at Austin 
Sarah and Ernest Butler School of Mu-
sic, held at the Bates Recital Hall on the 
Visser-Rowland organ. He played works 
by Buxtehude, Weckmann, J. S. Bach, 
and Mendelssohn. Mellenbruch’s per-
formance was the fourth concert of the 
2008–2009 Great Organ Series, held by 
UT Butler School of Music.

Florence Mustric is featured on a 
new recording, The Thrill of the Chase, 
on the MSR Classics label (MS1271). Re-
corded on the Beckerath organ at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Cleveland, Ohio, the 
program includes works by Bach: BWV 
565, 532, 582, 564, and 542. For infor-
mation: <www.msrcd.com>.

Anne Page is featured on a new re-
cording, César Franck: L’Organiste, on 
the Voix Celeste label (CEL 004/1 and 
004/2, a 2-CD set). Recorded on four 
historic harmoniums by Mustel, Alexan-
dre, and Mason & Hamlin (Style 1400), 
the program includes nine suites. For in-
formation: <www.harmonium.co.uk>.

Godwin Sadoh is the author of a new 
book, Thomas Ekundayo Phillips: The 
Doyen of Nigerian Church Music. The 
biography and music of Thomas Ekun-
dayo Phillips (1884–1969) are synony-
mous with the history of Nigerian church 
music. His compositions chronicle the 
emergence of Nigerian church music 
from the nineteenth century to the mid-
twentieth century and demonstrate the 
experimental stages of musical synthesis 
that began in the church. By writing in 
diverse musical genres, Phillips present-
ed an array of compositional choices to 
indigenous sacred music composers—li-

turgical, hymnological, choral, and in-
strumental pieces—and demonstrated 
the use of traditional source materials 
in contemporary compositions. Credit 
is given to Phillips’s pioneer research 
on the word-music relationship, the 
utilization of indigenous pitch collec-
tions, as found in the traditional music, 
contrapuntal devices in choral music, 
indigenous polyphonic techniques, and 
text setting. At the Cathedral Church of 
Christ, Lagos, Phillips gave private mu-
sic lessons to some of Nigeria’s famous 
organist-composers and musicologists in 
the 1940s and 1950s, including Fela So-
wande (1905–1987), Ayo Bankole (1935–
1976), Samuel Akpabot (1932–2000), 
Lazarus Ekwueme (1936–), and Christo-
pher Oyesiku (1925–). The biography is 
available from iUniverse Publishing (196 
pages, $16.95; 800/288-4677), 
<www.iuniverse.com>.

Tjeerd van der Ploeg is featured on a 
new recording, English Organ Romantics, 
on the Prestare label. Recorded on the 
Nicholson organ at St. Christoforuskerk, 
Schagen, the Netherlands, the program 
includes works by Parry, Stanford, Thal-
ben-Ball, and Harwood. For information: 
<www.zwoferinkcd-productions.nl>.

Tjeerd van der Ploeg

Peter King
Anne Page

Godwin Sadoh

Florence Mustric

English Organ Romantics by Tjeerd van 
der Ploeg

Jeannine Jordan and David Jordan

Thomas Ekundayo Phillips: The Doyen 
of Nigerian Church Music, by Godwin 
Sadoh

 

A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company and Atlanta First United 
Methodist Church are pleased to announce the recent com-
pletion and dedication of their new pipe organ. 
 
This instrument features 
a 5-manual  console and 
93 ranks of pipes in 9 
divisions. The complete 
specification is available 
at www.pipe-organ.com 
for this and other pro-
jects. 

AA.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Co. 
P.O. Box 838, Lithonia, GA 30058 

800-836-2726    www.pipe-organ.com 

Atlanta First United Methodist Church 

Be sure to check out our website 
for late-breaking news, calendar, 
classifi ed ads (with photos) and 
article archives:

www.TheDiapason.com

Nunc Dimittis

Michel Boulnois (photo taken in 2005 by his 
granddaughter, Céline Douay, published with her 
kind permission)

Organist and composer Michel Boul-
nois died on November 30, 2008, at the 
age of 101. He was buried at the Ville-
momble cemetery (near Paris). He was 
born in Paris on October 31, 1907. When 
Michel was 11 years old, his father Jo-
seph Boulnois, also an organist and com-
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Great musicians need extraordinary instruments
to deliver magnificent performances. 

P.O. Box 156 • Orrville, Ohio 44667 • P 800.416.7426 • F 330.683.2274 • www.schantzorgan.com
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Here & There

Arthaus Musik GmbH has an-
nounced the release of History of the 
Organ, Vol. 4, The Modern Age, now 
available on DVD. The four-part series 
by Nat Lilenstein (1997) tells the history 
of the organ, displaying the sound, the 
repertoire written for it, the craftsman-
ship involved in building it, and the set-
tings in which it resides. 

Tracing the organ’s development, from 
the beginning of the nineteenth century 
to the present day, Volume 4 visits France 
and Switzerland. The impact of changes 
in society, tastes and musical styles, as well 
as technological advances, are examined 
and illustrated with music by Giuseppe 

Gherardeschi, Max Reger, César Franck, 
Jehan Alain and Olivier Messiaen, per-
formed by Marie-Claire Alain, Louis Ro-
billiard, and René Saorgin. For informa-
tion: <www.arthaus-musik.com>.

Bärenreiter announces the release 
of Haydn’s The Seasons, edited by Armin 
Raab (BA 4647). The new score is identi-
cal with the Urtext published in the cor-
responding two volumes of the complete 
edition of Haydn works (Haydn Institute, 
G. Henle). For information: 
<www.baerenreiter.com>.

GIA Publications announces the re-
lease of A Gregorian Chant Master Class 
by Dr. Theodore Marier. Posthumously 
as his legacy by the Abbey of Regina 
Laudis in Bethlehem, Connecticut, the 
edition includes a textbook and CD out-
lining ten fundamental points of style, 
accompanied by supplementary explana-
tions and sung examples. Other features 
include a chart of all the neumes and 
musical symbols most commonly used in 
Gregorian chant notation, a step-by-step 
process for determining rhythm, a selec-
tion of chant pieces for further study, 
and musical examples coordinated with 
the Liber Cantualis. The accompanying 
CD features the voices of the Benedic-
tine nuns of the abbey and the Stamford 
Schola Gregoriana, conducted by Scott 
Turkington. For information: 
<www.GIAmusic.com>.

Michael’s Music Service announc-
es new restorations and new offerings. 
Restored sheet music includes Eugene 
Thayer’s Sonata IV, the shortest and 
least technically demanding of Thayer’s 
fi ve sonatas, and the fi rst not to con-
tain patriotic themes, as well as Dudley 
Buck’s Wedding March, which quotes 
the Old Hundredth and is also suitable 
for concert use, and Douze Pièces by Al-
bert Ribollet, fi rst published in 1921 by 
Leduc. Ribollet was a student of Alexan-
dre Guilmant, Charles-Marie Widor, and 
Louis Vierne, among others, and played 
for 50 years in Nice, France.

Other new offerings include a collec-
tion of brief program notes for pieces 

poser, died during the First World War at 
Chalaines par Vaucouleurs (Meuse). Mi-
chel Boulnois studied music at the Paris 
Conservatory (notably with Noël Gallon, 
Georges Caussade, Marcel Dupré and 
Henri Busser) and was awarded a First 
Prize in Organ in 1937. He also studied 
composition and harmonic analysis with 
Nadia Boulanger. 

Inspector of Music Education for the 
City of Paris, he served as titular of the 
Grand Orgue at Saint-Philippe-du-Roule 
Church in Paris from 1937 to 1990. His 
wife, Suzanne Sohet, also taught music 
harmony at the Cours Normal of the city 
of Paris and directed the choir at the 
French Radio. She also wrote several 
educational methods.

Among his works for organ, Michel 
Boulnois composed a Symphony in 1944 
(published in Paris by Lemoine in 1949), 
Variations and Fugue on the “Veni Cre-
ator” (1974, Orgue et Liturgie), Three 
Pieces for the Feast of the Blessed Sacra-
ment (1952, published by Schola Canto-
rum in 1953), a Mass for the Feast of the 
Annunciation (1959–63, Orgue et Litur-
gie nos. 48, 52, 57, 62), and an Elegie for 
violin and organ (1976, Lemoine) as well 
as several piano pieces (Aria, Lullaby 
of the Young Negro, Lemoine). He also 
transcribed Three Pieces by his father for 
the organ (Fugue, All Saints’ Day, Cho-
rale, Lemoine).

Michel Boulnois remained faithful to 
the memory of the life and work of his 
father and deeply admired his teacher 
Marcel Dupré; at the age of 94, Michel 
Boulnois so kindly came from Paris to at-
tend my concert at the Rouen Cathedral 
on March 4, 2001, in homage to organists 
who gave their lives during the two world 
wars (I had performed Dupré’s Fugue in 
G minor, dedicated to his father). 

—Carolyn Shuster Fournier
Paris, France

Thomas B. Dunn died October 26 in 
Bloomington, Indiana. He was 82. Born 
in Aberdeen, South Dakota, in 1925, 
and reared in Baltimore, Dunn began 
as an assistant organist at the Third Lu-
theran Church in Baltimore at age 11; at 
age 16 he became organist, later organ-
ist-choirmaster, at Episcopal Cathedral 
of the Incarnation. He studied organ and 
conducting at the Peabody Conservatory 
with Charles Courboin, E. Power Biggs, 
Virgil Fox, Ernest White, Renée Longy, 
and Ifor Jones. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Johns Hopkins University and a 
master’s from Harvard, where he studied 
choral arranging with Archibald Davison 
and fugue with Walter Piston; he received 
a Fulbright grant and studied at the Am-
sterdam Conservatory with Gustav Leon-
hardt and Anthon van der Horst.

In 1957 Dunn became music director 
at the Church of the Incarnation in New 
York City, and in 1959 was appointed 
conductor of the Cantata Singers, with 
whom he organized a series of summer 
concerts in Avery Fisher Hall that later 
was to become the Mostly Mozart Fes-
tival. An infl uential pioneer during the 
early music revival in the mid-20th cen-
tury, Dunn became the artistic director 
of Boston’s Handel and Haydn Society in 
1967, during which time he became chief 

of Hans Steketee, who in turn had suc-
ceeded D. A. Flentrop in 1976. 

Under Cees’s leadership, the fi rm 
completed projects as diverse as the res-
toration of the 1511 van Covelens organ 
in Alkmaar (2000); the reconstruction of 
the 1875 Cavaillé-Coll organ in Haarlem 
(2005); and the restoration of the 1762 
Bätz organ in The Hague (2007). In 
2008 alone, Flentrop built a new organ 
(II/28) in a Romantic idiom in Foldnes, 
Norway; moved a typical Neo-Baroque 
Flentrop (1962, II/9) from Ijmuiden, 
the Netherlands, to Wellington, New 
Zealand; and all but completed the fi rst 
phase—a Rückpositiv with 13 stops—of 
what would have been Cees’s magnum 
opus: the restoration/reconstruction of 
the large organ (IV/58) in the St. Kath-
arinenkirche in Hamburg, Germany. 
The Hamburg organ will be a recon-
struction based on the specifi cation of 
Mattheson (1720). 

Cees played organ, but enjoyed play-
ing the piano more. He played both in-
struments in church services and was 
proud of a compliment he earned for 
his qualities as piano accompanist from 
a well-known professional singer he had 
the privilege to play for. He quietly en-
joyed smoking his pipe and had a nice, 
somewhat understated, sense of humor. 
As director of Flentrop, Cees felt re-
sponsible for his employees in a very real 
way: when business was low for a while, 
he voluntarily took a 25% salary cut in 
order to keep things going. 

I had the pleasure of working closely 
with Cees on Flentrop’s refurbishment in 
2006 of the 1991 Bedient at Queens Col-
lege of the City University of New York. 
All of us at Queens College’s Copland 
School of Music were much impressed 
with the remarkable mix of professional-
ism and friendliness of all the Flentrop 
employees involved, which was largely 
attributed to Cees’s leadership style. 

A service of thanksgiving took place at 
Zaandam on December 16. Cees is sur-
vived by Francien, his wife of 38 years; 
their children and grandchildren; and his 
brother. At Flentrop, Cees is being suc-
ceeded by Frits Elshout, who has been 
with the fi rm since 1971. Responsible for 
the fi rm’s voicing for many years, Frits 
has been associate director since 1998.

—Jan-Piet Knijff

History of the Organ, Volume 4

editor of E. C. Schirmer Music, where 
he worked to bring the catalog of compo-
sitions up to modern editorial standards. 
He taught at many universities and mu-
sic schools, including Peabody, Ithaca 
College, Stanford, Westminster Choir 
College, Boston University, and Indi-
ana University. His work as a conductor 
can be heard on the Decca, Deutsche 
Grammophon, and Sine Qua Non labels. 
Thomas Dunn is survived by his partner, 
David Manuel Villanueva, a nephew, and 
three nieces.

Ruth Milliken, age 86, died October 
19 in Wilton, Connecticut. She began 
piano studies at age three and was a grad-
uate of the Juilliard School in New York 
City, with degrees in choral conducting. 
She also studied choral conducting with 
Nadia Boulanger at the American Con-
servatory in Fontainebleau, France, and 
organ with Vernon deTar. Milliken served 
Wilton Congregational Church from 
1960 to 1987, as organist-choir director 
and later as director of music; there she 
developed a graded choir program and a 
choral concert series with orchestra and 
soloists. She taught organ, piano, voice, 
and choirs for over 65 years, and served as 
a substitute organist while in retirement. 
The fi rst woman to serve on the national 
executive board of the American Guild of 
Organists, Milliken was registrar, secre-
tary, and then vice president, and a mem-
ber of the editorial supervisory board 
of MUSIC/The AGO-RCCO Magazine. 
She was also the executive secretary for 
the World Health Organization mission 
to the United Nations for many years. 
The Ruth Milliken Scholarship Fund, a 
part of the AGO’s New Organist Fund, 
was established in her honor in 2003 by 
her students and friends. Ruth Milliken 
is survived by her brother, Francis, two 
nieces, and a nephew. 

Cees van Oostenbrugge, director 
of Flentrop Orgelbouw of Zaandam, 
the Netherlands, died unexpectedly on 
December 10, 2008. Cees (pronounced 
“case”) was born in Gouda, the Nether-
lands, on July 25, 1947. After graduating 
Technical College, he worked for the or-
gan builder Slooff in nearby Ouderkerk 
aan de Ijssel for two years, moving on to 
Flentrop in 1969. He became associate 
director of the fi rm in 1989 and in 1998 
was appointed its director as successor 

Cees van Oostenbrugge
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